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the roads day and night. Twenty-five men were
detailed to do duty in the county seat, and in-
structed to arrest every suspicious-looking
stranger that could be found in the vicinity.
The same instructions were given to the troops
on the border .... Over one hundred
persons have been arrested and turned back to
Missouri, at one post (Savannah). Ceaseless
vigilance was the order of the day. A chain of
couriers was appointed, reaching to every
school district in the border townships, and
every precaution taken to guard against
surprise.

"On the evening of the 21st day of October,
1864, a courier arrived .... from Pu-
laski, with the intelligence that a body of
twenty-five mounted men had been seen that
morning, some three or four miles from Milton,
in Van Buren county. Some forty men were
immediately mounted on horseback, many of
them 'pressed' for the occasion, and started in
the' direction of Milton, fifteen miles distant,
under command of Col. "Weaver.'' On the way
information was received that the raiders were
encamped six miles south of Milton. At Milton
they found "the militia of Troy, Pulasld, and
other posts of the county, with the forces in the
vicinity". About daylight the next morning
the force reached the place where the raiders
were supposed to be encamped only to find that